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Higher Brain Dysfunction and Automobile Driving

Masaru MIMURA* Yoshio FUJITA**

Higher brain dysfunction constitutes to relative grounds for disqualification from
driving as it corresponds to “particular illnesses” as defined in the Road Traffic Law. If
“cognition, prediction, judgment, or actions” associated with driving are sufficiently
maintained, the patient may resume driving after the onset of symptoms by undergoing
required assessments. Methods for assessing the driving ability of patients with higher
brain dysfunction include neuropsychological examination, driving simulators,
assessments made by a co-rider, and assessments on actual vehicles. If in doubt, the
preferred method would be assessments on actual vehicles which are considered to be
the gold standard. Moving forward, we must work closely with medical institutions and
driving schools to facilitate the development of a system for assessments on actual
vehicles.
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