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Practice of Improving Road Guide Signs Undertaken by the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism

Yozo HIRAIWA*

This paper provides a historical overview of road guide signs, and introduces an
approach for improving guide signs in the context of current socio-economic
developments, such as the advancement of internationalization and heightened demand
for a barrier-free society. The author gives a detailed discussion on guide signs for
Michi-no-Eki and multiple convenience facilities, as well as the colors used for arrows on
guide signs, and improvements to English wording. In addition to discussing the steady
advancements being made in these areas, the author also discusses—as examples of
areas for improvement—actions to take to accommodate the rising number of
international visitors to Japan, the use of signs to improve the continuity and consistency
of directions, and the ensuring of consistency between directions given on car navigation
systems and actual signs on the ground.
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