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Legal Issues Relating to Autonomous Driving
Takeyoshi IMAI*

There are various matters to be addressed before autonomous driving of vehicles
can be legalised. Firstly, driving controlled almost only by machine is illegal under
Japanese Road Traffic Law as well as its authorised norm (i.e., the Geneve Convention
on Road Traffic, 1949). The planned revision of the respective article in the latter is
worth observing for the conditional approval of autonomous driving. Secondly, those
parties responsible in the case of an accident when a car is driven autonomously needs
to be defined. In principle, the party who should have foreseen the result of an
accident is regarded as the main party in charge of it. To reduce the user’s burden for
proving the maker’s negligence in supplying adequate and safe technology for
autonomous driving, an amendment to the concept of product in Product Liability Law
should be considered.

HEELOPHENT (7)) EHROBME,HE

FL®IC

HEyso BEbiEes (DUF, THELEER] Lk
g %) &, L bR ICHVHIETD 57°,
T OWERIRFEIER, FHESEER QLT IZ OV
T MRS RERED S e BRI 2 H—
2. BELERSHAOERED T, £b 2 bFF
BEENDLOMP, B, FESIEAE LT, BHE
(LIRSS B L 723 E . € DT,
TRERE . HEIH X — 7 —DOWTIZE DY L NE P,
BT, MHEMOMERICELREL. #ICA

* PREOR AR R e
Professor, Hosei University Law School
JEfRseAT H o 201546 6 A17H
HiRgeE H - 20154 7 H15H

ER Mm% 45438 Vol 40, No. 2 (56)

T LD A, TRENHBE 2 b, T2, HIIC,
HEMLERZR L EHT 27200 REHOH ) H b
(SE—DMBIRET 25D LT) Mafdh b~
ETH 5,

DIF T, 2o ofEIZHR 2 IR 2 BT 2.

2. BHEMLEGOFEM

2—1 ERZEEDT TOERE

HARIZBWT, HEHEZAETHHT 2121, @
Bacmp (LT, ohg Ml EET %)
FTE DB A7 LB D Do FFEETOSRIE., %
EHEOFRHICOE, ROLHIHEL TWb,
[ EOEIRE 1L BFHEWMEDO N Fv, 7
L —F ZOMOEEZMHEIICHIEL . 2ol &

SPHC27 410 7



BB LT A 3K 2 H: R 133

R OB HEME QRIS L. A fEEE RIT
SHVE) HEL FETHEIE L2 TR 5%
W |

COBENGIE, BHIHE (ICEINLEHH) %
S AE (LUTFTIE. She [HEiEEE | LIER)
Iid. BB Y, ERRRICD Ul (F
bbb, EEAREAVEIICTIY IRV T)
HATL T NE R O R WR/EFH H 2 L. YRS
DOFITE LT, Ny R, 7L — 3 EDOREFE R
LB RZ LD, oMb, BETE W%
OEIL, HEEIC L 2 HE (BAICfEEE kT
TIE)DOHIETH ) LGB E DI D72012. 4
FIEWMEEDONY KV, 7L — 3 ZDOMOEERE ] Off
FERBENERENT VS LERT L2 LD TE S,
L7228 T, W56 13, BEMLEEZTH - T[4
HHEMEDNY KV, 7L —FZFOMOEEE ]| O
FERRET DR VEMRIE, BEIEOE IO =
BOPIEE W) REOBEIZH DT, FES NGV
Z kb,

2—2 BEYIEHOT TOER

ZOET0FEICRSF, BRE (050 &, B
B A ERBSEICR > THESNZDDTH b,
2SO FAHLECH D EFR AR, 19494FE o
F— THEBAEGR Y ThH B, FOHESS5HESH
(130 3. KOLHITHEL TS,

GEIE I, IS, TOHEBEOT Y Fa—L X
EZOREDHTA FHFUTRETHTIUT R S 2w
o EFEFI & LT 2 YA, Blng ik, Mg
BRHEDOLR I E > TLE L SNDTREE % 3]
5% 5 v,

CITIE, EREEET0L LR Y | EiRE O
Y RVERERE SR SN IRV, L L,
4R OHIEDT1M4METH Y . Lild, HBHEL 2
b= 512, #EE RN Y FIVEOEEAAR
R CHoTZenbdT oL, MFEIFESHHD,
TEERE DN Y FIVERIERG 2 T G- OHifE & L Tw
LHDLHEIND,

LT, BEBREBIUFZOENBHICBWNTY,
EHIF DN FVERERBIRREINTE LT,
WHRBERRT 0L LTo A LERIX, &

* 1 FERMOT2MEEL. 7 A A ERE, HRTH 5,

% 2 Every driver shall at all times be able to control his
vehicle or to guide his animals.

% 3 When approaching other road users, they shall take
such precautions as may be required for the safety of
the latter.
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*12 Vehicle systems which influence the way vehicles are
driven shall be deemed to be in conformity with para-
graph 5 of this Article and with Article 10, when they
are in conformity with the conditions of construction, fit-
ting and utilization according to international legal instru-
ments concerning wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts
which can be fitted and/or be used on wheeled vehicles.

*13 Vehicle systems which influence the way vehicles are
driven and are not in conformity with the aforemen-
tioned conditions of construction, fitting and utilization,
shall be deemed to be in conformity with paragraph 5
of this Article and with Article 10, when such systems
can be overridden or switched off by the driver.
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%17 Decisions taken by sane, accountable drivers.
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