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Support for Bereaved Family of Traffic Accident in Judicial Autopsy
Takako TSUJIMURA-ITO*

In Japan, the police or prosecutor requests forensic pathologists to perform judicial
autopsy in order to investigate crimes. The bereaved families who were not able to
understand the necessity of judicial autopsy, their emotions tended to worsen after the
autopsy, which made us feel that it is necessary to consider ways to deal with the
bereaved families during autopsy. On the basis of the findings on the family’s attitude,
we have produced a leaflet about judicial autopsy for bereaved families.

In this report, I would like to demonstrate that earlier and sufficient explanation of the
purpose, process and findings related to judicial autopsies by bereaved families. The
leaflet on judicial autopsies and the appointment of the liaison officer will help greatly in
improving the quality of our services in aiding the families in their bereavement process.
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