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Disaster Reconstruction and Biodiversity Conservation
Jun NISHIHIRO*

Public works for disaster prevention and biodiversity conservation are intertwined with
their contribution to human well-being. However, the former has become a major threat
to the latter. In Japan, where population decrease is predicted to continue, it is recognized
that the existing infrastructure will become hard to maintain. Thus the management of
healthy ecosystems that are supported by biodiversity is regarded to be an important task
for this century. We can consider large-scale disasters as chances to redesign infrastruc-
ture based on new values. In the Tohoku region after the Great East Japan Earthquake,
however, reconstruction is strengthening existing infrastructure. Such works are largely
threatening the recovery of nature after the tsunami. Here, I explain some lessons from the
experience with Sendai Bay after the tsunami for wise management that meets both

security and conservation goals.
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