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Implementation of a Roundabout Initiative in Suzaka City

Kunihiro YODA* Atsushi SAKATA**
Hisao KAMBAYASHI*** Katsunori FUJIOKA™*** Nobuto KANBE*****

The “A-shaped Intersection” in the Nobe area of Suzaka City in Nagano Prefecture is
an irregular five-fork intersection for which the local community had long demanded
improvements owing to many accidents from sudden encounters at the intersection.
Suzaka City decided to combine the improvements to the “A-shaped Intersection” with
the rebuilding of Haccho-sen Road as part of a project under the City Planning Act.
However, the city had to address the issue of developing an improvement method that
would secure safety at the irregular five-fork intersection. For this reason, a roundabout
design, known for its safety and environmental benefits and which had been recently
attracting attention in Japan, was studied for implementation while pursuing discussion
and coordination with concerned parties. This paper reviews the course of events in the
adoption of the roundabout, which was the first implementation of such a design not only
for the city but also its residents, and presents some initiatives and certain results as well.
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