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Pilot Program for a Roundabout at a Six-Fork Intersection
(Roppon-Tsuji) in Karuizawa-machi
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Safe and ecological roundabouts have been attracting attention recently in Japan. In one
initiative, Karuizawa-machi carried out a pilot program at a local intersection during fiscal
year 2012. This was a first experience with roundabouts not only for the main organiza-
tions responsible for operation but also for the local residents who use the roundabout. This
paper reports on the successful implementation of the pilot program, which was made
possible by widespread backing on technical aspects as well as for activities to inform
users. Issues to be resolved in the future are pointed out as well.
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