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Changes in the Social and Environmental Situation and Their
Influence on Renewable Energy and Energy Systems in Japan

Kimio YAMAKA*

This paper outlines the changes in the energy environment in Japan since the Great East
Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, and explains how these changes could affect Japan’
s energy policies, especially those policies concerning renewable energy and the electric
power system. The emerging environment, in which a smart grid infrastructure is being
put in place, is one that is already familiar in such locations as Europe and North America.
This paper explains the approaches in Europe and North America by describing case
studies in these areas and also predicts future innovations in the Japanese system. Lastly,

the paper examines the role of eco-friendly automobiles, especially electric vehicles.
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