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Energy Efficiency in Urban Mobility
and Corresponding New Life Styles

Akihiko HOSHI*

Developed countries face demands for an 80% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by
2050. To develop relevant policies in energy conservation, it will be important to pursue
solutions that achieve enhanced quality of life for citizens, economic revitalization, global
competitiveness, and resolution of social challenges such as overcoming the issue of a low-
birthrate and aging society, while at the same time realizing a fundamental improvement
in energy conservation, all at a high level. In accordance with this viewpoint, a basic
framework is under development for an automotive tax system, new fuel efficiency regu-
lations, a system of fiscal incentives for electric vehicles, and low-carbon city planning. New
initiatives are also being explored, including pilot programs for micro-mobility devices and
new approaches to the integration of energy-saving mobility services with the Internet in
order to enhance the value of everyday life for ordinary citizens.
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