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The Present State and Problems
of the Japanese Energy Structure

Yoshio TSUKIO*

The current energy supply structure, with its over-reliance on fossil fuel resources, faces
the challenges of resource depletion and environmental destruction. Although policies for a
switch to renewable resources are being promoted, they cannot be the means for resolving
these problems in the short term, owing to both quantity and price constraints. For the
time being, policies to induce equivalent effects by reducing energy consumption through
technical innovation are crucial, but from a longer term perspective, it is necessary to
achieve a fundamental change in the overall social structure and, moreover, a transforma-
tion of the human mindset.
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