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The Regulation of Long-distance Tour Bus Operations
and Bus-Driving Hours

Kazushige TERADA*

In April 2012, a charter bus crashed on the Kan-etsu Expressway, killing several passen-
gers and injuring many more. Because the accident was caused by a long-distance tour bus,
a type of transport that had been a subject of concern for some time, calls for economic
“re-regulation” and for tighter safety rules. This topic is discussed here from the stand-
point that economic regulation differs from social regulation with its emphasis on safety.
The review first presents the issues surrounding long-distance tour buses and the actual
conditions of new entry and business expansion by charter bus operation. It then compares
the regulation of bus driving hours in Japan and Europe and summarizes issues such as
improved inspection as a way to achieve compliance with social regulation.
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