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Actions of the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism of Japan
Concerning Prevention of Fatigued Driving

Shinji MOROKAWA*

On April 29 2012, a highway-tour-bus crashed on Kanetsu Expressway, Killing 7 passen-
gers and injuring the other 38 Immediately thereafter, the Ministry of Land, Infra-
structure, Transport and Tourism of Japan established a panel to discuss measures to
prevent over-strained driving by bus drivers. In July 2012, in advance of the busy summer
travel season, the panel developed regulations for maximum daily driving distance of
highway tour buses as an emergency measure. The regulations limit the daily “driving
distance in service base” of overnight highway tour buses to 400 km in principle for a single
driver without a relief driver present. The regulations further limit “travel time” of
overnight highway tour buses to 10 hours. In November 2012, preceding the winter travel
season, the panel set the same standard for regulation of other overnight commercial buses
for sightseeing when driven by a single driver without a relief driver present.
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