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Study of Family Driving Safety
for Persons with Severe Disabilities

Yoshio KUMAKURA* Hideyuki HIROSE**

For the purpose of improving safety when a person with a severe disability including a
disabled child is on board an ordinary car, a questionnaire survey of each family member
was carried out regarding driving conditions, whether and how the supportive seating
system is used, and situations in which the respondent was startled or alarmed, among
other issues. Child seats have a rather high usage rate for children under six years old, and
supportive seating systems created independently by workshops and other creators are
being used for those who cannnot fit into a child seat. About 40% of respondents reported
nearly having an accident in the past year because of distractions by having a disabled
person in the vehicle, and the data show a significantly low level of driver concentration.
It is important to improve stability of the seating positions and the medical measures so
that the driver will not be distracted by such matters as the respiratory discharge or
breathing conditions of a person with a disability.
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