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Issues Concerning the Legal System for Autonomous Vehicles

Ichiro KAGEYAMA*™

This paper provides an overview of advanced driving assist systems, for which meaning-
ful progress has been achieved in recent years in automatic and autonomous driving, and of
issues concerning the legal frameworks when advanced driving assist systems are actually
launched in the market. Advanced driving assist systems are first categorized according
to their system details, and among these categories, the potential for issues arising in
autonomous systems with respect to legal frameworks is pointed out. The paper grasps
and describes the current situation for autonomous systems, and classifies the systems into
autonomous driving for passenger cars and platooning vehicle systems, often considered
with regard to large trucks. The issues for each of these systems are then examined in
relation to Japanese motor vehicle law. A summary of issues is then presented regarding
the definition of a driver in the area of autonomous vehicles for passenger cars and the
definition of a vehicle and other definitional issues concerning actual system operation for
vehicle platooning.
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