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Sociological Perspectives on Youth and Automobiles
with Special Reference to Contemporary Japan

Hiroshi NISHIMURA*

This report examines the current relationship between youth and automobiles based on
a descriptive understanding of the qualitative literature, such as magazines, books and
other publications, from a sociological perspective. Automobiles, together with other trans-
portation systems, have played a major role in reorganizing time and space in the late
modern period. However, the reins of reorganization in the present time have been handed
over from the automobile to the information environment. In light of this transition, the
report goes onto explore the question of what type of perspective is necessary for

considering the future of youth and the automobile.
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