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Retaining Local Bus Service
and the Role of Public Transport Councils

Makoto AOKI*

This paper discusses bus transportation businesses in Japan with a focus on retaining
local bus service and the roles of subsidy systems and councils such as Local Public
Transport Councils. The situation for bus service continues to be tough, and although
subsidy systems of the national and local governments play a major role in retention of local
bus service, new types of service based on actual use including jumbo taxis and on-
demand service are arising in many regions. Local Public Transport Councils, which were
established in local communities in order to discuss the details and standards of these
services, play the important role of devising ideas to reflect the needs of residents and
provide efficient service. However, there are remaining issues to address such as discrepan-
cies among programs in different communities, allocation of responsibility between na-
tional and local government, and the complexity of the systems.
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