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Building Consensus under the Basic Act on Transport
: The Shift to a Participatory Process

Hiromitsu YAJIMA™

In order to authorize a regional transportation plan under the Basic Act on Transport,
it Is essential to coordinate among regional municipalities. However, since conflicts be-
tween these communities will obstruct successful coordination, it is necessary to provide
a legal planning system that enables the communities to authorize a comprehensive set
of measures and rules for the coordination process. It is also necessary to shift to a
participatory planning process in order to encourage a sense of ownership among stake-
holders for the purpose of obtaining their understanding and support.
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