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Are Mobility Rights All You Need to Provide Transport for
Everyone?
: Traffic Planning Trends in Europe

Susanne ELFFERDING*

Problems caused by the motorization of society led to the establishment of a right to
mobility in the French basic transport act in 1982. This idea spread throughout Europe and
was later joined by climate protection and urban space as important factors influencing
traffic planning. As a result, restrictions on car traffic became feasible and public transport
as well as bicycle and pedestrian traffic were strengthened. However, efficient traffic
planning does not only need abstract rights and obligations, but also a strong statement
of intent by the municipality, along with specific targets and consensus-building efforts.
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