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Towards Legislation of the Basic Act on Transport
Katsuhiro YAMAGUCHI*

Faced with aging and decreasing population, growing concerns over global environ-
mental issues, and intensifying international competition, the Japanese Government submit-
ted its draft of the Basic Act on Transport to the National Diet in March 2011. It is expected
that legislation of the act and stipulation of the Basic Plan on Transport Policy would
further enhance Japan's ability to address a variety of transport issues. After a brief
review of similar basic acts that have been legislated in other fields in Japan, this article
describes the steps that led to the drafting of the bill at the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,

Transport and Tourism (MLIT) and the major points of the bill.
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