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Emerging Issues in Bicycle Traffic and Slow Mobility
for a Safe Society

Shigeki KOBAYASHI*

Triggered by the government of Japan's 1970 decision to allow bicycles to be ridden on
sidewalks, the glowing use of bicycles on sidewalks has not only made the position of
bicycles in the use of road space ambiguous, it has also shaken the principle of the primacy
of public transportation and vulnerable users. In fact, bicycles and other forms of slow
mobility have never been incorporated into the mainstream of urban transportation,
Instead of ad hoc measures to address the increasing bicycle traffic, there needs to be a
fundamental reevaluation of the desired function of roads according to the social circum-
stances of today. Based on the awareness of this issue and in consideration of the precon-
ditions for tomorrow's society, this report identifies and categorizes the emerging issues
in bicycle traffic and slow mobility from the perspective of making travel safer.
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