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Revitalization of the Daily Living Sphere
by Promoting the Use of Bicycles

Junji NISHIDA*

The Tanba Sasayama “Ecorin Project,” which was designed to use electric power-as-
sisted bicycles to help solve a wide range of issues related to the environment and
transportation as well as invigoration of the city center and tourism promotion, has been
in effect in Sasayama City, Hyogo Prefecture since 2009. The feature of this project is
simultaneous implementation of a bicycle rental system in conjunction with initiatives
including a points earning system to stimulate local commerce and a bicycle GPS naviga-
tion system to attract tourists. This report explains the manifold effect that this project
offers to the revitalization of the daily living sphere and concludes that significant results
can be expected when multiple policy-making units collaborate to pursue cross-sector
benefits.
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