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Proposing “Smart Shrink” toward Resilient Land and Society

Yoshitsugu HAYASHI*

In disaster-stricken areas where a great number of people lost their lives or are still
unaccounted for, a major challenge is the recovery and rebirth of towns where people can
live safely and securely. To meet that challenge, the possibility that nature may be trans-
formed by forces even greater than before, as a result of climate change and movement
in the earth’s crust, must be fully taken into account. In addition on the other hand, a
society with a rapidly decreasing and aging population is becoming all the more vulnerable.
To form an affluent and sustainable society when there is such a mismatch between nature
and society, society must make the transition to a resilient system. An indispensable basic

strategy for this transition is “Smart Shrink”, meaning gathering wisely.
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