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Transportation and Regional Management in Emergency
Hisashi KUBOTA* Yoshitsugu HAYASHI**

Firsthand experiences and lessons from the recent earthquake disaster are used to
formulate a preferred direction for traffic and local-area management, which are presented
as part of broader quality-of-life (QOL) management during an emergency. In particular,
the following eight issues are discussed: 1) usefulness of roads as transportation infrastruc-
ture in an emergency and a recommendation to establish a ranking of roads according to
their robustness, 2) the benefit-cost ratio of transportation infrastructure in ordinary
situations and in emergencies, 3) the determination of triage for each district as judged
from transportation difficulties and problems, 4) evaluations based on quality of trip
(QOT) considerations, 5) flexible traffic management, 6) traffic information provided
by people on the road, 7) restoration and traffic premised on evacuation, and 8) measures
for ensuring travelers' sense of safety and security.
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