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Summary of Issues from the Round-Table Discussion

Mikiko ISHIKAWA* Akira MORITA**
Hidemi YOSHIMURA™** Yoshitsugu HYASHI****

Two disasters, one natural and one man-made, struck at the same time. The national
policy on earthquake prediction and attendant nuclear power plant behavior failed since
people had ignored inconvenient facts. This further demonstration of Japan' s inept crisis
management, which rendered responsible officials helpless when events exceeded their
projections, has put other countries on the verge of drifting away. Once the driving force
of the Asian economy, Japan may now sink as a result of this disaster and nuclear accident.
Searching the past to help identify the worst possible scenarios is needed, and Japan must
furthermore reach a social consensus on the disaster mitigation concept and proper
disaster prevention standards, instead of merely constructing fortress-like infrastructure.
There are some promising assistance measures such as focusing on certain groups within
the population and “pairing support,” in which the government designates a specific
municipality to provide assistance to one in a disaster-stricken area, but the key problem
is that many assisting municipalities have a weak financial basis. Therefore, emergency
assistance legislation must be enacted now.
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