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Toward a Society That Allows Greater Symbiosis with Nature

Kazuhiko TAKEUCHI*

Making a meaningful contribution to the recovery and rebirth of areas damaged by the

Great East Japan Earthquake is a leading challenge to address in academic fields, as in

other realms of society. It is incumbent upon the nation to envision a society enjoying

greater symbiosis with nature, which has bestowed many blessings upon Japan, while also

allowing better coexistence with nature s threats. To this end, it is important to offer

concrete suggestions for reinforcing society s resilience, so that natural disasters can be
responded to with greater flexibility. In line with these thoughts, the International Asso-
ciation of Traffic and Safety Sciences shall make its own contributions to the ongoing

reconstruction efforts from an interdisciplinary and global perspective.
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