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Progress Report on Examination of Quiet-car Measures for
Hybrid and Other Vehicles
: The Work of the National Traffic Safety and Environment

Laboratory
Michiaki SEKINE* Takeharu TANAKA**
Ichiro SAKAMOTO™*** Kazumoto MORITA****

In furtherance of a low-carbon society, vehicles with low environmental impact such as
hybrid vehicles and electric vehicles are expected to gain widespread use. However, deep
concern has been expressed about the safety of pedestrians, including the visually impaired
in particular, because vehicle design causes these vehicles to generate virtually no engine
and exhaust noise. Japan' s Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
(MLIT) has established the Study Committee on Measures against the Near-silence of
Hybrid and Other Vehicles, which subsequently published its guidelines. This report
provides a historical background of studies on quiet vehicles and proposes mitigation
measures, with a particular emphasis on the key initiatives of the National Traffic Safety
and Environment Laboratory (NTSEL).
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