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Conceptual Framework for the Development
of a Senior-Friendly Car

Hironobu FURUKAWA*

A governors' association consisting of 35 prefectures is currently advancing a conceptual
study of automobiles that can be driven safely by senior drivers. To date, the association
has analyzed accidents involving senior drivers and conducted a questionnaire survey in
order to determine the conceptual framework. This framework covers driving support
functions that correspond to the characteristics of seniors and the need for new vehicle
standards to meet the requirements of older drivers who only drive a short distance,
among other elements. The association plans to finalize the concept in 2010 and then
expects to make proposals based on the final concept to automobile manufacturers and
concerned institutions.
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