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Urban Policies Coping with the Travel Behaviors of Elderly
People : Promotion of Living in Downtown and Compact City

Kiyoshi SAKAI*

This report analyzes the trend of aging society, urban sprawl, motorization and travel
behaviors of elderly people through the national census, the household travel surveys in
Japanese cities and reveals the issues about the aging society from the viewpoint of
provision of transport services and urban functions. In order to cope with these issues as
well as global warming and the financial crisis of the national and local governments,
compact city policy and living in downtown policy are proposed as the right urban struc-
ture and measures in the future. This report introduces the concept of these urban policies
and examples which had been carried out by the leading local governments in this field.
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