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Toward the Creation of Human-centered Roads
: Summary of Discussions at the MLIT Study Group

Shigeo NAITO*

The system of road laws in Japan is being considered for revision in order to keep up
with the changing environment of road management. The Human-centered Road Creation
Study Group is an expert committee under the auspices of the Road Bureau of the Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism(MLIT) to study what the new road use
should be. Based on recommendations in the study group's report, this paper identifies
the issues facing Japan's system of road laws for the purpose of indicating the direction
of revision. These issues include reexamining the stated purpose of the Road Act, the shift
to a road use that places greater emphasis on pedestrians and bicycles and the local
community, utilization of the air space above the roads, and revising the road occupancy
system.
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