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The Legal Framework for Shared Space in Germany
: Characteristics and Challenges of Sharing Public Space in
Towns

Susanne ELFFERDING*

Traffic law often is claimed to be the reason why Shared Space cannot be introduced
in Japan without amending the law. However, roads have been rebuilt as Shared Space
within the existing legal framework of four European countries taking part in an EU model
project, and many more projects with very similar characteristics have been completed
and are very successful all over Europe. In order to show why this is possible, this report
first gives a short overview of the characteristics of Shared Space, then describes the
relevant laws and regulations in Germany and finally introduces two EU model projects
and a similar project in Germany. This shows that Shared Space is not an idea unique to
the Netherlands but an already established planning tool re-honed.
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