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The Appropriate System of Road Laws for Environmental
Conservation

Akinori SHIMIZU*

Changes have been made in the social structure since the past when the Road Act was
enacted. Taking these facts seriously, it is possible to add consideration of environmental
conservation into the purpose of the Road Act and then have road authorities implement
environmental conservation measures proactively. However, the current authorities in
practice have been reluctant to interpret the Road Act in this manner. To solve this
situation, we should recognize the limits of legislative discretion and start reexamining the
system of road laws. Not only that we need to clerarly state the consideration of environ-
mental conservation as one of the purpose of the Road Act, we shall, under this purpose,
stipulate the divided roles between road authorities and other administrative agencies, and

also establish the provisions necessary to implement the measures.
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