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Legal Issues with Road Use for Creation of Urban Space and
Road Management

Daisuke MIURA*

Roads in Japan are administrated according to the Road Act on the premise that roads
are public property used for traffic. Recently, however, attention has been given to the idea
of using roads to create urban space. In particular, the concept of the compact city will
encourage a transformation in the basic role of roads. Therefore, to achieve better road
management, using roads to create urban space should be promoted as a widespread
purpose. Road occupancy permits under the Road Act and road use permits under the
Road Traffic Act should be reconstructed, and the road management authority should
belong to the municipal government as the administrator of local urban space.
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