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Necessity for LRT in the Metropolis of Tokyo
and the Trial in Ikebukuro

Hitoshi ABE*

As motorized society approaches a turning point, expectations are high for introducing
LRT in the Metropolis of Tokyo, which once had a dense tram network in its midtown area.
It is hoped that a convenient and low-cost LRT network fitting to the new era will spread
throughout Tokyo, and to cities all over Japan and the world. This paper presents an
overview of the vision for the expected Ikebukuro LRT plan by Toshima City of Tokyo,
in addition, investigates the ideal Ikebukuro LRT preconditioned on the achievement of

technological innovation and regulatory reform in railways is examined.
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