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A Challenge of Utsunomiya : Efforts to Introduce LRT to an
Auto-dependent Local City

Hirotaka KOIKE*

Utsunomiya City is a regional capital and heavily dependent on automobile transport.
It has been one of the front runners to introduce a new light rail transit system, but it is
not successful to achieve the objective to date. This paper attempts to look back the history
of the planning efforts toward the introduction of LRT, and to analyze the circumstances
and background of various stakeholders as well as citizen's perceptions. It also tries to sort
out issues and challenges to overcome and discusses about the solution to realize the

objective of becoming the first city to build a new LRT in Japan.
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