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Community Development and the LRT Program
in Kagoshima City

Katsuya YAMAMOTO*

In its city master plan, Kagoshima City set the objective of a city design that "achieves an
intensive urban structure" aimed at becoming a compact city. To achieve that objective,
it is essential to upgrade and bolster public transportation. To that end, Kagoshima City has
been making efforts to shift its tram (Kagoshima City Tram) to light rail transit (LRT)
to improve its utility and amenity. In particular, the City Tram Track Greening Project, the
first full-scale project of its kind in Japan, has proved to be highly effective from the
standpoints of the environment and urban landscape and become an object of attention.
This paper reviews Kagoshima City's efforts to shift to LRT in its quest to become a

compact city.
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