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The Role of Light Rail Transit for Realizing Low Carbon Cities
in Japan

Keisuke MATSUHASHI* Yuki KUDOH**

Toward the realization of a low-carbon society, it is believed that Japan will need to
reduce CO2 emissions 60-80% by 2050. The project against global warming (Japan Low
Carbon Society Scenarios toward 2050) has created a vision of reducing CO2 by approxi-
mately 70% in the transportation sector. Along with the shift to low-carbon vehicles, the
project also pointed out the importance of local cities supporting "towns where one can get
around on foot safe and sound" by forming a public transportation network with light rail
transit (LRT)
is hoped that various assessment methods related to the development of transportation

at its core in an intensive urban structure. To realize these objectives, it

infrastructure will be reviewed, LRT lines will be expanded with funds from road-use
revenues, and future visions will be shared and reflected in city planning.
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