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Life and Livelihood in the Farming,
Mountain and Fishing Villages of Japan’s San-in Region

Yasutaka MATSUO*

This paper first reviews the livelihoods that gave the farming and mountain
villages in the San-in region along the Sea of Japan in southwest Japan their
distinctive feature as well as the region's land use characteristics and landscape.
This is followed by a short description of the status of the San-in region under
current local policies, and its economic condition. Then, the role of agriculture
among the diverse inhabitants of agricultural villages today and trends in agricul-
tural management are examined for each local area. The region is now in a period
of transition to a new era in which only a fraction of its inhabitants are engaged in
agriculture, as a new lifestyle in which agriculture is run as a business begins to
take hold. At the same time, landholding by non-farmers who do not even engage
in subsistence farming and by non-residents who have left the villages has become
a concern across the region for impeding a stable system of farming that will
eventually form a rich environment for living. In the not so distant future, it is
likely that cultural living conditions including education will gain more importance
in society than at present, leaving no distinction between urban and rural areas.
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