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A Study on the 'Mizuki Shigeru Road' Project to Change of the
Shopping District in Sakaiminato City

Toshimichi SAWADA*

This study investigates how the “Mizuki Shigeru Road” project revitalized
the shopping district in Sakaiminato. As many shopping districts in local cities are
facing economic downturns, Sakaiminato has successfully overcome this by renovat-
ing and utilizing bronze statues of Youkai Manga characters by Mizuki Shigeru.
These results were obtained because of : 1) Use of bronze manga statues and
hosting events based around them. 2) Partnership between public administration,
volunteers, and citizens. 3) Active participation of local shops promoting manga
character goods, reviving the shopping district.
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