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An Elder-Friendly Electric Community Bus

Yushi KAMIYA"
Hiroyuki OHNO"" 0 O 00 Morimasa HAYASHIDA"""

This report focuses on the community buses that have proliferated rapidly in recent
years as a mode of public transportation primarily for the elderly, and offers observa-
tions based on a survey of current practice. Recognizing electrification as a method for
making conventional buses a more pleasant and environmentally friendly mode of
transport for the elderly and other riders, we also developed a small electric bus and
quantitatively evaluated its effectiveness in improving riding conditions. A survey
conducted of citizen riders during test operation of the electric bus also indicated a very
positive response that provides encouraging support for adoption and proliferation.
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