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Bolstering the International Competitiveness of Japanese
Industry:Port and Harbor Subcommittee Interim Report

Kouji TAKAHASHI*

The recent explosive economic growth in the Asian region has been accompanied by
enormous and unexpectedly rapid structural changes to Japan's industrial and commer-
cial environment; economic recovery has brought new trends such as firms relocating
back to Japan and an increasing sophistication in logistics. Against this backdrop, this
paper reflects on recent developments in port and harbor policy and related challenges
while presenting an overview of the main points made in Future Port and Harbor
Policy for Bolstering the International Competitiveness of Japanese Industry (Interim
Report), compiled by the Council for Transport Policy Port and Harbor Subcommittee

in July 2007.
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