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Issues of Airport Construction, Maintenance and Management

Yuichi INDO"

Almost half century has passed since the Airports and Airways Development Law,
fundamental legislation for Japanese airport development system, was established in
the year 1956. The deregulation implemented in the year 2000 brought a market-
oriented air transport system into Japan, however the national government still contin-
ues to be deeply involved in airport operation, resulting in discrepancy in reality and
hence institutional malfunction. In order to reform airport operation, categorization of
airports should be reviewed and adjusted to meet current needs, and transparency of
airport operation should be improved. Furthermore, following measures should be
taken. Firstly, financial information of each airport in Japan should be disclosed to the
public. Secondly, operators of the airport infrastructure and terminal building currently
separated should be consolidated as one entity responsible for overall operation of the
entire airport system. Thirdly, human as well as financial resources should be trans-
ferred from the national level to regional level for the latter to function as main airport
operator.
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