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The Mid Term Road Improvement Plan of 2008
and the Subjects of the National Road Policy in Japan

Kazuhiro OHTA"

More than a half century, two key factors for the national wide road network

improvement in Japan have been the Five-Year Road Improvement Plans and the

earmarked road user tax system. While lots of road improvement projects have not yet

completed, the present road improvement and administration system has faced strong

criticism from road users and citizens for the last decade. In this paper, we examine

the next Mid Term Road Improvement Plan of 2008 for the next decade, and review the

decision-making processes of the Plan. In conclusion, this paper points out the view-

points for the evolution of the national road policy in Japan.
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