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Transport Infrastructures] Who Bears their Costs and How Can
We Keep them Workable?

Hirotaka YAMAUCHI”

It is clear that the system of social infrastructure development in Japan should be
changed structurally for the new socioeconomical structure in the 21st century. In this
aspect, many people are suspicious that earmarked taxes and special account systems,
which have been used commonly in Japan, are appropriate and efficient measures to
raise money for social infrastructure development. The opponents insist that special
account brings about rigidity of public finance and therefore reduces social welfare,
while the supporters advocate that it is right way from tax payers' view points on the
bases that it assures money in the long term, that it works as quasi-market mechanism,
and that tax payers may well be acceptable because their money returns to their gain.
In the 21st century, the maintenance and renewal of existing social infrastructure will
become the central issue in this field. To make maintenance and renewal more efficient-
ly, it is helpful to introduce the concept of 'asset management', in which the government
precedes the investments on the assets which bring the greatest social gain.
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