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Development of a Small Electric Vehicle for Business Use
at TEPCO

Takafumi ANEGAWA®

Although expectations have been high for electric vehicles to help conserve energy
and solve environmental problems, such vehicles have been hampered by their short
driving range and failed to catch on. Building on past experience, the Tokyo Electric
Power Company (TEPCO) has been working in cooperation with automobile manufac-
turers and battery makers to develop an electric car for practical business use by
combining lithium-ion batteries, which have undergone remarkable technical advances
in recent years, and high-speed battery chargers. In addition to describing the project
background and reviewing previously identified issues, this paper also reports on
unique aspects of the project's development, the results of demonstration testing and

future plans.
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