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The Design Process of Odakyu Super Express 50000
Romancecar VSE

Noriaki OKABE®

The interior of a limited express coach can be seen as a habitat on wheels or a moving
street. As an architect, the author approached the design of the Romancecar VSE as a
quest for abundant spatiality. Odakyu's conditions were that the driver's compartment
be raised above the cabin in the first car to create an unobstructed view for forward
passengers, that shared articulated trucks were adopted between cars, and that the
interior design suggest warm and gentleness. This paper introduces a total design
method in which the adoption of architectural development processes integrating the
technical and regulatory requirements of railway cars resulted in a unified whole that

combined abundant living space with an artful, horizontally flowing form.
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