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Tourism, the Local Economy and Town Revitalization in Kusatsu

Takashi NAKAZAWA"®

In Kusatsu we have returned to our roots as a spa, promoting the fine quality of our
thermal springs (onsen) under the motto "Onsen-ism." In order to create a pleasant,
bustling area between the hot springs area centered on the Yubatake source and the
resort area in the surrounding highlands, we drew up the Basic Plan for Making
Kusatsu Hot Springs a Walking-Friendly Tourist Destination and have moved forward
with town revitalization by restructuring our tourism policies under the themes of

"tourism and tourism," "tourism and health," and "tourism and the environment." Mean-
while, we are striving to become a town of independence and coexistence through full
citizen participation in realizing five fundamental principles for putting the Kusatsu

Citizen's Charter in practice. The Charter reads "peace to those who enter, health to

those who leave.
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