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Effect of Revisions to the Road Traffic Law Concerning Drunk
Driving

Yoichi SHIRAISHI"O O O Kenji HAGITA™

The revised Road Traffic Law that went into effect in June 2002 lowered the baseline
breath alcohol concentration for drunk driving from 0.25mg/I to 0.15mg/1, while raising
fines and points assessed. Looking at the number of accidents in which the primary
party involved had been drinking, there was a 39% decline in drunk driving accidents
from 2001 to 2004. Primary parties for whom the decline was smallest included mali-
cious drivers who were either driving without a license or whose level of intoxication
was high, elderly drivers and drivers of bicycles whose awareness of the heightened
penalties for drunk driving was low, and daytime drivers, suggesting a need for safe
driving education that takes driver attributes into account. Also, the significant decline
for drunk driving accidents on expressways and while driving at night suggest that it
was effective to include penalties for reckless driving resulting in death or injury in the
December 2001 revisions to the criminal code.
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