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Analysis of Human-Side Factors in a Decline in Traffic Accident
Fatalities

Kenji HAGITA"O O O Yoichi WATANABE®
Satoko ITO""70 O O Kyoji SATO"" 0 00 U Yutaka TSUKIJI?®

Traffic accident fatalities reached a recent peak of 11,451 in 1992 but have declined
every year since, numbering 7,358 in 2004. Fatalities declined for each of the following
categories: automobiles, motorcycles, bicycles and pedestrians. Using integrated acci-
dent datebase, the factors for this marked decline in traffic accident fatalities between
1992 and 2004 were analyzed by focusing on human-side factors such as training
workshops, rate of passenger safety device use, and driving speed prior to the accident.
The results suggest that the decline in fatalities was caused by factors such as
improved awareness of traffic safety and changes in driving behavior by traffic

participants.
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