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Socio-Economic Impacts of Boston'’s Big Dig Project
Kayo TAJIMA"

Roads and other traffic infrastructure occupy substantial part of the urban land and
thus dominate socio-economic activities in the city. Since the late twentieth century,
several urban mega-projects have taken place to restructure the urban land use through
reorganizing the infrastructure. This article examines the impacts of the Central
Artery/Third Tunnel Project (popularly known as the Big Dig) in Boston, Massachu-
setts, USA through real estate and demographic data of the neighboring communities.
The Big Dig replaces an elevated highway in the urban center with green space. This
environmental improvement increases the demand for neighboring properties. While
the stimulation that the project gives to the local real estate market is immense, some
unintended consequences such as displacement of immigrant residents in ethnically
unique communities are possible.
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