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Observations on the Reconstruction of Road Spacel]
The Sendai Example

Ken'ichi OHMURA"

Sendai is now considering a plan to remake itself as a beautiful green "forested
capital", a plan that involves reconstructing its broad existing road spaces to create an
expanse of urban greenery centered around tree-lined boulevards. Meanwhile, the
deliberative process has turned up a mountain of challenges standing in the way of
realizing the plan. This paper presents an historical overview of how the "forested
capital" was formed, sheds light on the nature of the challenges Sendai faces in realizing

its "green city" plans, and presents observations gained through social experiments and

citizen opinion polls.
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